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•  At this time, we do not recommend that educators administer the i-Ready Diagnostic or Growth 
Monitoring to students at home. We suggest that educators wait until students return to school to  
administer these assessments.

• While students are away from school, we recommend that educators use i-Ready Personalized  
Instruction and other teaching resources to help students continue to learn. The Lesson Quizzes that  
are part of i-Ready Personalized Instruction can also yield valuable information that can help educators gauge  
what students know and can do while virtual schooling continues.

Overview

QF
A Supporting Students during School Closures:  

Spring i-Ready Diagnostic and Continual Assessment of Learning

The Spring i-Ready Diagnostic and Growth Monitoring during School Closures
With schools being closed, some educators may be interested in determining whether it is advisable to administer a 
spring i-Ready Diagnostic assessment. At this time, Curriculum Associates does not recommend that educators attempt 
to administer i-Ready Diagnostic or Growth Monitoring to students at home.

Why do we recommend not administering the Diagnostic or Growth Monitoring at home?
First, to achieve valid and reliable scores, it is important to administer these types of assessments with fidelity, which 
often requires controlled testing environments, adequate support for using technology, and the training and support 
provided by Curriculum Associates to educators who administer these assessments. We believe administration of 
standardized assessments such as the Diagnostic and Growth Monitoring can be challenging for parents or caregivers, 
and there are other ways to gauge student learning to meet the needs of districts.

The administration of a standardized assessment such as the Diagnostic or Growth Monitoring at home can be 
challenging for a variety of reasons, and these reasons can impact the scores that students receive. Reasons that 
students’ scores from Diagnostics and Growth Monitoring assessments administered at home may not be accurate 
include the following:

• Students may have inequitable access to the technology needed to appropriately take a Diagnostic or Growth 
Monitoring assessment.

•  Scores can be an overestimate of what students know and can do because a sibling or other family member 
may be trying to be helpful and assist the student on test questions.

• Conversely, scores can be an underestimate of what students know and can do because there are too many 
distractions at home, and the test is not being administered under the appropriate conditions by individuals who 
have received support and professional development in administering assessments.

Second, with the setting of your classroom changing, it is likely that students’ test results may not be an equitable 
or accurate measure of what they know and can do, and in these challenging times we recommend keeping the 
focus on at-home instruction.

When should a district that is closed administer their next Diagnostic or Growth Monitoring?
We suggest waiting until students return to the classroom. This will give districts the ability to administer these 
assessments with fidelity and have the added benefit of ensuring scores are the most up-to-date reflection of what 
students know and can do. Postponing the administration of the Diagnostic and Growth Monitoring until students 
return will be particularly helpful given that students’ opportunity to learn while out of the classroom is varied and 
unknown.
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Using i-Ready Standards Mastery to Prepare for Students’ Return to School or to 
Conduct Continual Assessment for Learning at Home
For those districts that already use i-Ready Standards Mastery, we recommend continued use of Standards Mastery 
while students learn at home.

Standards Mastery is particularly well suited for at-home administration by parents or caregivers and can yield valuable 
information that can help educators understand what students know, as well as students’ misconceptions related to 
specific learning standards. Standards Mastery can also assist educators with preparation for students’ return to school 
through the analysis of the Standards Mastery Results by Test (Class) report, which is available in the i-Ready system.

For districts that have not yet administered Standards Mastery to their students, we generally do not recommend 
introducing this assessment until students return to school.

Using i-Ready Personalized Instruction Quizzes to Prepare for Returning to the 
Classroom or to Conduct Continual Assessment for Learning at Home
As with Standards Mastery, for those districts that already use i-Ready Personalized Instruction, we recommend 
continued use of Personalized Instruction while students are away from the classroom. Personalized Instruction will 
not only help students continue to learn at home, but the embedded quizzes in Personalized Instruction will also 
assist educators and parents/caregivers in understanding what students know and can do. A student passing an online 
Lesson Quiz indicates that they have enough understanding of the content to move on to further instruction—either 
the next online lesson or related instruction supported by teachers or other adults. Educators can also use quiz data 
from Personalized Instruction lessons and Percent of Lessons Passed data to plan for students’ return to the classroom.

Using i-Ready Assessment Data from the Fall and Winter for Specific Needs
Educators who have students completing coursework from home may need to make decisions based on fall and winter 
data from i-Ready Assessment. In cases in which i-Ready assessments were administered with fidelity, it may still be 
appropriate to use assessment data; however, we strongly recommend that in all cases educators use assessment data 
in concert with other data points available to educators.

For Districts That Need to Administer the Diagnostic or Growth Monitoring at 
Home This Spring
In unique cases in which a district needs to have students take the Diagnostic or Growth Monitoring from home, we 
recommend that educators contact their account managers. Curriculum Associates can offer:

• Additional guidance that districts may choose to provide parents/caregivers in administering the Diagnostic

• Virtual professional development options that may help with getting good data at home

• Consultation on whether there are any other options available to meet districts’ needs other than attempting to 
have students take standardized assessments from home

Again, we strongly recommend that districts wait until students return to school to administer the Diagnostic and/or 
Growth Monitoring, but please contact a Curriculum Associates account manager for additional support.

Additional Information


